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The philosophy of the Pendleton County Board of Education reflects the values and expectations of the communities it serves.  Because of the Board’s faith in the dignity and worth of each individual, three major responsibilities are indicated:  

First, that the services of the county public schools be available to all children and youth, regardless of ability, background, race or creed;  

Second, that a range of appropriate educational programs for students of different capacities, interests and abilities be provided; and  

Third, that the Board shall provide the leadership whereby the county's resources are utilized to provide all students the opportunity to attain their maximum potential. 
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In a democratic society, the public school has dual roles:  (1) to develop the individual to the highest potential and (2) to educate the individual to be a worthy member of society.  In order to clarify these roles, the Pendleton County Board of Education has defined its vision, mission, goals and objectives to include the following:   

Vision:
The Vision of the Pendleton County Board of Education is to provide a community of well educated, gainfully employed citizens who are involved in their schools, community and a global economy.

Mission:
The Pendleton County Board of Education shall provide the leadership and develop the policies necessary to assist personnel in enabling all students to attain their maximum potential.

Goal #1:
School personnel will systematically evaluate and update the curriculum to enable students to graduate prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive employment by:

· Providing the services of a Director of Curriculum and Instruction to align curriculum with goals and objectives of the county; 
· Providing high quality education programs, student services and experiential learning opportunities; 

· Providing high quality administrative and instructional practices, personnel, facilities, instructional materials, technology integration, supplies and equipment; 
· Assisting all schools in writing and implementing an annual Electronic Strategic School Improvement Plan; 
· Providing a demanding curriculum for all students, with emphasis on the core academic programs of study that are aligned with rigorous standards for 21st century content, learning skills and technology tools and are communicated to students, parents and communities; 

· Supplying state-of-the-art learning materials for the staff and students; 
· Developing support systems for at-risk students; and
· Incorporating honors and advanced placement and dual credit classes into the high school curriculum.

Goal #2:
School personnel will provide a positive, safe, and healthy and caring environment that fosters supportive relationships, is free from harassment, intimidation, bullying, discrimination and other inappropriate forms of conduct, and one that involves parents by:

· Expecting discipline in the classrooms;

· Providing an emotionally healthy environment;

· Ensuring a non-violent, drug free environment;

· Providing programs that foster a healthy lifestyle;

· Providing attractive, nutritious meals for all students; and

· Developing a safe schools plan.

Goal #3:
School personnel will assure sound fiscal policy by:

· Maintaining professional and service personnel positions at levels commensurate with state funding for such positions; 
· Upgrading facilities to reduce maintenance costs; and

· Insisting on responsible management and planning of all school system resources.

Goal #4:
School personnel will provide a balance between curricular and extra-curricular activities by:

· Promoting opportunities for students to participate in extra-curricular activities;

· Scheduling athletic activities to complement the academic program; and 

· Recognizing academic and athletic excellence.

Goal #5:
School personnel will promote parental and community involvement to enhance the educational experience by:

· Fostering community involvement in the educational process; 

· Implementing accountability measures to ensure the public that a thorough and efficient system of education is being provided to students enrolled in the public schools of Pendleton County;

· Ensuring that all programs maximize parental involvement;

· Encouraging programs that call for parent/community participation; and

· Offering adult learning situations.

The above goals reflect the district’s commitment to develop an informed, competent, sensitive, and responsible citizenry that:

· Is prepared to assume the appropriate role in local and national affairs;
· Recognizes international problems and relationships;
· Has an understanding and respect for the American heritage; and 
· Is fully prepared for post secondary education or gainful employment. 
(WVC §18-2E-3a; §18-5A-2; §18-5A-3; SBP 2510; SBP 2520)
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The educational mission of the Pendleton County Board of Education includes the meshing of the district goals with the state and national goals that have been established as desirable benchmarks.  

Goals Established by WV Code §18-1-4:

The Legislature, through the enactment of WVC §18-1-4, has mandated that the State Board of Education to draft and implement an educational plan to achieve the following goals for public education:

· Academic achievement according to national and international measures will exceed national and international averages. These national and international measures should include scores on assessments such as the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the ACT, the SAT and the Program for International Assessment (PISA);

· The public education system will prepare fully all students for post-secondary education or gainful employment;

· All working-age adults will be functionally literate;

· The public education system will maintain and promote the health and safety of all students and will develop and promote responsibility, citizenship and strong character in all students; and 
· The public education system will provide equitable education opportunity to all students.    
The plan must also incorporate the following performance-oriented objectives, together with strategies and specified time periods for achieving them:

· All children entering the first grade will be ready for the first grade;

· The performance of students falling in the lowest quartile on national and international measures of student performance will improve by 50 percent;

· Ninety percent of ninth graders will graduate from high school;

· By 2012, the gap between the county with the lowest college-going rate and the state average as of the effective date of this act (March 8, 2008) will decrease by 50 percent and the college-going rate of the state will equal the college-going rate of the member states of the Southern Regional Education Board; and

· By 2020, the gap between the county with the lowest college-going rate and the state average for school year 2012 will decrease by 50 percent and the college- going rate of the state will exceed the college-going rate of the member states of the Southern Regional Education Board by five percentage points.

Goals Established by the State Board of Education:

The State Board of Education has also established a number of goals it wishes to pursue within SBP 2510, Assuring the Quality of Education:  Regulations for Education Programs.
· All students shall master or exceed grade level educational standards that reflect 21st century skills.

· All students shall receive a seamless pre-kindergarten through 20 curriculum designed and delivered with broad stakeholder involvement to promote lifelong learning in a global society.

· All students and school personnel shall develop and promote responsibility, citizenship, strong character and healthful living.

· All students shall be educated in school systems that operate and deliver services efficiently and effectively.
· All students shall be educated by highly qualified personnel.
(SBP 2510)
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In 1989, the nation's governor's adopted six National Educational Goals, which were incorporated into Goals 2000: Educate America Act. The legislation ultimately defined eight goals:

· School Readiness: All children in America will start school ready to learn.

· School Completion: The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent.

· Student Achievement and Citizenship: American students will leave grades four, eight, and twelve having demonstrated competency in challenging subject matters - including English, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts, history, and geography, and every school in America will prepare students for responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive employment.

· Teacher Education and Professional Development: The nation's teaching force will have access to programs for the continued improvement of their professional skills and the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills needed to prepare students for the next century.

· Mathematics and Science: U.S. students will be first in the world in science and mathematics achievement.

· Adult Literacy and Lifelong Learning: Every adult will be literate and will possess the knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

· Safe, Disciplined, and Alcohol and Drug Free Schools: Every school in America will be free of drugs, violence, and the unauthorized presence of firearms and alcohol and will offer a disciplined environment conducive to learning.

· Parental Participation: Every school will promote partnerships that will increase parental involvement and participation in promoting the social, emotional, and academic growth of children.


(Educate America Act)
Goal setting is not a static process.  Educational goals must always be subject to continuous evaluation and improvement, and if the goals are to be successfully achieved, there must be communication and cooperation among educators, parents, students, legislators, school board members, and all others concerned with education.  

(WVC §18-1-4; §18-2E-8; SBP 2470; SBP2510 and SBP 2520) 
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Consistent with the West Virginia Department of Education state goals for public education, the Pendleton County Board of Education has adopted the following requirements, which shall be incorporated into the Electronic Strategic Improvement Plan:

· The mastery of basic skills must be emphasized at all levels of instruction.

· Information will be presented in such a manner as to stimulate reasoning and the development of problem-solving techniques. 

· Preparation for meaningful living in a democratic society will be a major concern. 

· Mental, physical, and emotional health habits, along with the wise use of leisure time, must be an integral part of each student's curriculum. 

· Ample opportunity must be provided for students to gain an appreciation of the arts and to develop physical and creative talents. 

· Multi-cultural instruction will be infused into curricular areas in such a manner as to develop an appreciation for people from other social, cultural, and ethnic groups. 

· The development of an appreciation for the environment and a responsibility for its safekeeping shall be a primary consideration of the instructional program.  

· The selection of a career and preparation toward that end will be an important part of the curricular offering. 

Through the framework provided by the goals stated above, a thorough and efficient system of education, as recommended by the West Virginia Board of Education, will be established in Pendleton County.  This can be best achieved through the development of comprehensive educational programs that provide all students with high quality educational opportunities, access to related services, and opportunities to achieve specified content standards and objectives in each curriculum.  The educational program in Pendleton County will provide each child the opportunity to:

· Acquire skills in reading, writing, spelling, perceiving, speaking, listening, addition, subtracting, multiplying and dividing numbers, and using reference material;

· Acquire the knowledge of governmental, social, and economic systems necessary to make informed choices;

· Graduate from high school fully prepared for college, other post secondary education or gainful employment; 

· Acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to develop self-esteem; 

· Acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes related to the creative, visual, and performing arts to enrich the quality of their lives and provide an understanding of their culture and heritage; 

· Acquire the knowledge, skills, and attitudes related to the technology, rational decision-making, and creative problem solving in order to function successfully in a high technological society; 
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ENDNOTES

A. Aims, Goals and Objectives

U.S. Constitution:

Fourteenth Amendment:  Guarantees equal protection of all citizens under the existing laws.

West Virginia Constitution:

The several sections of Article XII require that each county provide a thorough and efficient system of free schools.

West Virginia Codes:

Code
Topic of the Code

§
18-1-4
Education improvement plan; goals.

§
18-2E-3a
Honors and advanced placement programs.

§ 18-2E-8
Creating jobs through education.

§ 18-5A-2
Local school improvement council; election.

§ 18-5A-3
Authority and procedures for local school improvement councils to request waivers of certain rules, policies, and interpretations.

State Board Policies:

Policy
Topic of the Policy

SBP 
2470
Use of Technology by Students and Educators

SBP 
2510
Assuring the Quality of Education:  Regulations for Education Programs

SBP 
2520
Content Standards and Objectives Policies

Federal References:

Educate America Act – Defines the national goals for education in the public schools.

Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act – Prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin in programs and activities receiving federal funds.

Title IX of the Education Amendments 1972 – Prohibits any type of discrimination on the basis of sex.  This prohibition extends beyond athletics into the classroom, and Title IX has been the basis for allowing a student to sue and recover damages for sexual harassment on the part of a school employee.  
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 – Grants eligible employees the right to take twelve weeks of unpaid leave per year in connection with certain family circumstances such as childbirth, adoption, illness, and death.

Age Discrimination Act of 1967 (Amended 1987) – Prohibits age discrimination against individuals over the age of forty in the work place.

Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 – Prohibits an employer from discriminating against an employee on the basis of pregnancy, and pregnancy must be treated the same as any other disabling illness for purposes of health benefit programs and all other employment-related purposes.

Equal Pay Act of 1963 – Requires equal pay for equal work.  There shall be no discrimination on the basis of gender.
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